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Wenden wir uns nun wieder der Frage zu, Wle die Facettenschliffsglaser 
in den Schwarzmeerraum gelangt sind. Es ist vollig klar, dass nur ein Teil 
dieser Glaser aus den westlichen Provinzen des Romischen Reiches dorthingelangt 
sein kann. Zu den eingefiihrten Waren muss man sicherlich die Schalen aus 
Olbia zahlen. Auch einige Glaser aus Tanais diirften eingefiihrt werden und 
dann von den ansassigen Handwerken kopiert word en sein. Die Facettenglaser 
aus Alma-Kermen allerding traten nicht als ganze Gegenstande, sondern nur als 
Rohstoff auf. Taurus befand sich in der Periode vom I. bis zur Mitte des 3. Jhd. 
im Zentrum der politischen Aufmerksamkeit Roms und war besonders eng 
verbunden mit den osteuropaischen Provinzen des Staates. Stiitzpunkte von 
Truppenteilen der V. Makedonischen, der XI. Claudinischen und der I. Italischen 
sowie anderer Legionen der romischen Armee in Tyre, Olbia, Chersonessos und 
anderen Orten der Krim begiinstigten die Kommunikation dieser Zentren mit 
Gebieten, die sich dem Donaulimes anschlossen, wo sich die Hauptkriifte der 
obm genannten Legionen befanden. Die Verbindungen waren vielseitig und 
erstreckten sich auch auf den Handel. 
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THE ORIGIN OF THE LA TENE GLASSWARE 
IN BOHEMIA 

by 

Natalie VENCLOVA. 
Archaeological Institute, Prague 

In the present paper I should like to go into the problem of glass producing 
areas which might have been supplying Bohemia in the last five centuries B.C. 

In the La Tene period the assortment of glass objects in Bohemia was 
rather rich and can be subdivided into two elementary groups: firstly, there are 
glass beads - survivors from the preceding Hallstatt period; secondly, glass 
beads, pendants, bracelets, even fragments of small glass vessels - these last 
mentioned representing a new type of products. 

The most characteristic representatives of the first group are the well-known 
eye-beads. The group in itself is not uniform so that earlier and later types 
are recognizable. To the earlier ones belong the large beads (diameter up to 
37 mm) made of yellow or whitish opaque glass, resembling in shape a barrel 
or cylinder and bearing seven white-blue eyes in a circumferential row and minute 
knobs in basic colour at both ends . The eyes are of most careful and 
symetrical design. Apparently these beads have certain links with the mask-beads 
which are rather abundant throughout the whole Mediterranean, and are very 
close to the mask-beads of the South Russion type (Venclova, 1974) (Fig. 1,1). 
Their origin cannot be more precisely determined but only generally into the 
wide Mediterranean area, even though the South Russian (Pontic) area may 
be also considered. 

For a longer period smaller eye-beads, namely of yellow opaque or bluish 
green translucent glass with single or double white-blue stratified eyes 
(F ig. 1 : 1-5) were quite common in Bohemia. This type is found all over the 
South and Central Europe achieving the highest frequency in the South-East, 
i.e. in Slovenia (Haevernick, 1974), further on in the Carpathian Basin and in 
Bohemia. We are inclined to look for the centre of their manufacture somewhere 
in southern parts of Europe. However, some centre in Central Europe cannot 
be excluded. 
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The wavy-line bead represents another characteristic type (Fig. 1: 6). Its 
usual colour is blue with white wavy-line inlay. The limited occurence in 
Bohemia proves its foreign origin, may be again in South-Eastern Europe 
(Haevernick, 1974). Melon-beads (Fig. 1 : 8), very often made of translucent 
greenish glass occur in Central Europe from the very beginning of the La Tene 
period (H D 3 - LT A). This type is also rather frequent in Slovenia. Moreover, 
in Bohemia melon beads of translucent cobalt-blue glass come to light, analogies 
to which are known from the western part of Central Europe. Thus the existence 
of at least two working centres can be presumed, one of them in South-Eastern 
Europe. The greater part of products which came from the second producing 
area seems to have been made of cobalt blue glass . Tris feature which later on 
became typical of Celtic glassware implies the idea on a presumably Celtic 
manufacturing centre to have been in existence somewhere in the western part 
of Central Europe already in the early La Tene period. In such a case a forerunner 
of later centres producing glass bracelets might have been involved. 

To this first group belong furthermore less characteristic glass objects, e.g . 
monochrome (mainly blue) beads, beads with coloured spots, white rings, multiple 
wavy-line etc. (Fig. 1: 9,10,7) which I do not intend to deal with here in 
detail. 

Into the second group fall the products of Celtic glass producing centres 
of the later La Tene period (LT CD). The best known among them are glass 
bracelets and the so-called Ringperlen - massive glass ringshaped beads 
(Haevernick, 19(50) as well as seme other konds of glassware. Among bracelets, 
groups of differents provenience and chronological classification can be 
distinguished. To the earlier types of glass bracelets found in Bohemia belong 
the fully preserved specimens from inhumation graves of LT C 1, corresponding 
with the type 5a by Th. E. Haevernick (Fig. 2 : 1) , 6b (Fig. 2: 3), 13 
(Fig. 2: 4), 8b (Fig. 2: 2) and 14 (Fig. 2 : 5). They differ from the later 
types which came to light on Celtic oppida not only typologically but above 
all in quality: the glass is not quite homogeneous, has a matt surface which 
is subject to corrosion and is characterised by its light blue and bluish-green 
colour. The only one specimen made of a somewhat better raw material (t~~ 
bracelet of type 13 from Tursko) differs typologically from fragments of th~ 
same type, e.g: from those discovered at the oppidum Stradonice . Only 
few specimens of types 5a, 8b and 14 were found in Bohemia and therefore 
no local production is assumed. They may have been imported from some 
manufacturing centre situated in the western or south-western neighbourhood 
of Bohemia, for example in Switzerland. We are still in doubt of the origin 
of the armrings of type 6b, decorated with white or yellow fibre glass forming 
the figure-of-eight motif. They cumulate in Central Europe, rather in its eastern 
part (Haevernick, 1960, 50). Several sources come in this connection into 
consederation, e.g. the river Danube basin, Diirrnberg in Austria, Later types 
made of good homogeneous glass in cobalt blue or violet colour are abundant 
on oppida; in Bohemia they are most frequent at the oppidum of Stradonice. 
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From. here we believe ongtnates the type 13 which is common not only at the 
mentioned locality but all over Bohemia. As local products may be considered 
also the types 16 and 12a which are typical of Stradonice. The greater part 
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of the so-called Ringperlen beads seems to have the same origin. According to 
the glass and decoration also other kinds of objects, especially from oppida, 
belonged to the assortment of Celtic glassmanufacturing centres - e.g. beads 
with knobs, pendants, buttons a.s.o. (Venclova, 1972). Small ring beads, mostly 
in cobalt blue found in graves in association with bracelets probably represent 
Celtic products of some up to now unspecified centre. 

From the above may be derived location of the glass manufacturing centres 
which supplied Bohemia in the La Tene period. From the non-Celtic world they 
are mainly: 

1) the area of SE Europe producing eye-beads, wavy-line beads, melon 
beads and, of course, also other types of beads; transparent glass, usually of 
a greenish shade and lacking in homogeneity, is typical of some of the products; 

2) Carpathian Basin: the glass manufacturing centre here is supposed to 
have been in close contacts with the above area, concentrating its production 
on eye-beads, not only of the common types but also on variants and types such 
as known e.g. from Slovakia (cf. Dusek, 1974); 

3) producing centres in the wide Mediterranean area: unlocalized ; localities 
of the Mediterranean or Black Sea coast producing large eye-beads as derivates 
of mask-beads come into account. 

The pattern of Celtic glassware centres seems to have been as follows: 

4) the western part of Central Europe (Switzerland?) with cobalt blue 
melon beads and small ring beads of the same colour; in this centre or in one 
of its succesors some of the earliest types of bracelets were made, e.g. type 13, 
Bb well as further types known from the later period ; characteristic is cobalt-blue 
glass of good optical properties; 

5) producing centre in the Danube Basin having probably adopted the 
practices of earlier glass manufacturing centre from the Carpathian Basin with 
specific types of beads and bracelets some of which never reached Bohemia 
(e.g. armrings of type 15 by Haevernick), may be also bracelets of bluish-green 
or greenish glass or those of type 6b with the figure-of-eight decoration ; 

6) producing centre at the oppidum Stradonice in Bohemia, producing 
bracelets of types 13, 16, 12a and others, al well as the so-called Ringperlen, 
beads with knobs etc., and perhaps even glass vessels (?). 

Products occuring in Bohemia may, of course, have been produced by 
further centres located at Manching, in the Rhineland and elsewhere. Un
fortunately we are not able 'for the time beeing to decide what characteristics 
are to be held for typical of these workshops. 

Since Bohemia is situated in the heart of Europe it was open in the La Tene 
period to various influences and commercial contacts which brought products of 
rather distant glass producing centers as well as impulses and models which 
instigated the development of local glassworkmenship. 
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FAKES AND FORGERIES OF ANCIENT GLASS 

by 

Sidney M. GOLDSTEIN 

The problem of reproductions and forgeries on the current antiqUItIes 
market is one of ever-growing concern. In 1970, Professor Axe1 von Saldern 
discussed the various problems and established a classification system for these 
objects e), which was subsequently updated by me in a recent article (2) . The 
activity of individuals supplying spurious glasses in the seven-year interim is 
astonishing, and the changing emphasis on increased production of «conglo
merates» ca) and outright forgeries (4) is remarkable. 

Rather than summarize the material already available to scholars and 
collectors CS), this note will serve to acquaint the reader with some recent 
acquisitions in the specialized collections of The Coming Museum of Glass (v). 

In the category of historicizing glasses or «historismus» (7), a bottle of 
impressive size and proportion was recently given to the Museum by Dr. and 

(') Axel von SALDERN, « Originals-Reproductions-Fakes », Annales du 5 ' Congres 
de l'Association internationale pour I'Histoire du Verre (Prague 6-11 juillet 1970) , Liege, 
1972, pp . 299-318. 

(-2) Sidney M. GOLDSTEIN, « Forgeries and Reproductions of Ancient Glass in 
Coming », ]GS 19, 1977, pp. 40-62. 

(3) van SALDERN, « Reproductions », pp. 316-317 ; GOLDSTEIN, « Forgeries », pp. 49-
54. 

(4) von SALDERN, ibid. , pp. 313-316; GOLDSTElN, ibid., pp. 54-62. 
( 5) After presentation of a paper on forgeries to the 7th International Association 

for the History of Glass in Berlin, it was felt that this material would be most useful to 
colleagues if it were well-illustrated. As the number of illustrations permitted in the 
Annales is understandably limited, much of the illustrative material presented at the Congress 
has been included in the above-mentioned article. 

( 6) The Museum continues to receive reproductions and forgeries through the 
generous gifts of both collectors and dealers and by limited acquisition. This material is 
readily a~ailable to anyone wishing to utilize the collection. 

(1) von SALDERN, « Reproductions », pp. 306-313; GOLD STEIN, « Forgeries », pp. 45-49. 
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